
NOTRE DAME EDUCATION CENTER 

COMMITTED TO STAYING 
IN SOUTH BOSTON 

  In late summer, Notre Dame Education Center is always a hive of 

activity.  Prospective students are busy taking placement tests while 

staff prepare lessons and classrooms for the coming school year. 

  The building at 200 Old Colony Avenue is still busy, but the rumble of 

construction equipment has replaced the buzz of conversation.  All 

Saints Development LLC is redeveloping the site, which at various 

times has housed a milk-processing plant, an ambulance company, and 

an HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning) company.  When 

construction is completed, Notre Dame Education Center will own and 

operate approximately 10,000 square feet of state-of-the-art classroom 

and office space on the second floor of the building.  Apartments, 

including affordable units, will occupy the upper stories, and parking will 

be available at street level. 

  “This is definitely a different start to the school year,” says Mary Rose 

Durante, Executive Director and CEO of NDEC.  “The great part is, 

thanks to our community partners, we will be able to conduct classes 

this fall at different locations in South Boston, just as we did during the 

summer.” 

  High school equivalency test preparation classes will be offered this 

fall, along with the Center’s innovative High School Diploma Program, 

through which students can earn a diploma from Cathedral High School 

in the South End.  ESOL and Workforce Readiness classes in Office 

Skills and Technology are planned, along with a Customer Service 

Routeway.  NDEC prides itself on educating, training, and connecting 

students to future employers through its partnerships with businesses 

like The Kraft Group and agencies such as South Boston en Accion.   

  Since the Center opened in 1992, it has served nearly 12,000 

students.  In the past six years, more than 200 people have graduated 

from high school, and over 100 are working thanks to NDEC’s 

Workforce Readiness Initiative.   

  NDEC is committed to staying in South Boston, and the new facility will 

ensure that.  Mary Rose says, “It was really kind of miraculous that we 

found the one developer who saw our value to the community and was 

willing to work with us to ensure that we were able to stay here.  We feel 

very fortunate to be able to stay in Southie in this hot real estate 

market.” 

This article originally appeared in the September 25, 2019 issue of Boston City Paper.



  Classes are now enrolling for Fall 2019.  Contact NDEC at 617-268-

1912, or visit the website, www.ndecboston.org. 




