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from the executive director
I’m pleased to introduce you to our organization, Notre Dame Education Center, a 

comprehensive adult education center located in South Boston. This booklet will explain our 
programs and give you a well-rounded picture of the services we offer to adult learners.

Since opening our doors in 1992, our mission has been to provide quality education and 
support services in a diverse, caring community that empowers adult learners to realize their full 
potential. Over the years, we’ve served more than 11,000 students from all over the Boston area 
who are seeking the skills they need to make a better life for themselves and their families. We 
are proud to continue the commitment of our founders, the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, 
who have served the Boston community for more than 150 years. 

We carry out our commitment to our students through two key departments.

• Adult Education Services encompasses our Literacy and Academic    
   Achievement Program and our College and Career Pathways Program.
  • Youth Education Services offers an innovative high-school diploma program,       
   as well as a High School Equivalency and Postsecondary Preparation program.

We provide employability training through our Workforce Development Initiative, which is 
contained within our College and Career Pathways Program. Our distance-learning option allows 
students to pursue their academic goals online while enjoying the supervision and support of 
an online teacher. I’m proud to say that NDEC is the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education statewide Hub for distance learning for English Language Learning. This year, we have 
expanded our commitment to distance learning by becoming an Adult Basic Education Hub, which 
serves students working toward a high school equivalency certifi cation.

With deep roots in the community, a talented, dedicated staff and resilient students, NDEC is 
taking the best of our past and connecting it to the skills needed for today’s competitive job market. 
We welcome your interest!  Like us on      Facebook, or follow us on      LinkedIn and      Twitter        
@ndecboston, or on      Instagram @ndec_boston.

Sincerely,

Mary Rose Durante, Esq. 
Executive Director and CEO
Mary Rose Durante, Esq. 
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NDEC AT A GLANCE...
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IN THE PAST 2 YEARS

STUDENTS WORKING 
THANKS TO OUR WORKFORCE 
READINESS INITIATIVE

STUDENTS IN
YOUTH PROGRAMS

STUDENTS IN CAREER 
SKILLS PROGRAMS

140

88

72

STUDENTS SERVED

SINCE 1992

11,096

IN THE PAST 6 YEARS

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES207



GIVING YOUTH THE TOOLS 
THEY NEED TO SUCCEED

I can honestly say I have 
never felt more supported 

or comfortable than 
at NDEC.

- Adrah, NDEC Class of 2017

I learned that I can 
accomplish anything 

I put my mind to.

- Jayla, NDEC Class of 2018
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YOUTH EDUCATION 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT

High School Diploma Program

High School Equivalency
and Postsecondary Preparation

This program enables students who have earned at least 10 
high school credits to complete their studies and obtain a 

diploma from Cathedral High School.

This program is designed for youth 16 to 24 years of age.  
Students in both the High School Diploma Program and the 

high school equivalency preparation class participate 
together in the “College and Career Exploration” course.



Brendan Wall: 
Cooking up a career

There was only one possible career path for NDEC 
graduate Brendan Wall: chef. “Ever since I was little, 
I’ve been in the kitchen cooking with my mom or my 
grandmother,” he explains. “I’d watch Emeril Lagasse 
on TV and think, ‘That’s what I want to do.’ And I knew 
exactly where I wanted to go to college—Johnson and 
Wales University [in Rhode Island].”

 
It took a while, but the South Boston native’s dream 

came true, thanks in large part to the help he received 
from NDEC staff. Brendan had attended a charter high 
school in Boston, but quickly realized he needed more 
guidance in the classroom.

 
He found it in NDEC’s High School Diploma 

Program. “The staff worked with me individually, and 
that prepared me to work successfully on my own,” he 
says. “The extra support made a big difference.” In May 
2016, he graduated from Johnson and Wales University 
with an associate’s degree in Culinary Arts.

 
Brendan moved to Harbor Springs, Michigan, where he rose from intern to line cook at 

the local country club. He moved back to Boston in 2017. As part of NDEC’s career support 
services, staff members stayed in touch with the young chef and encouraged him to apply 
for restaurant jobs in the area. One of those jobs was at the popular Worden Hall restaurant 
on Broadway in South Boston.

 
With his high “kitchen IQ” and unflappable manner, Brendan quickly rose from line cook 

at Worden Hall to garde manger, the cook who is in charge of cold foods like salads and 
desserts. He now works as a catering cook for Gourmet Lauren in Stoneham.

 
Soft-spoken and personable, Brendan is nothing like the temperamental chefs sometimes 

seen on TV. But he’s just as passionate about his craft. “When I was interning as a line cook, 
people would freak out when the kitchen got busy,” he says. “I was like, ‘Bring it.’ I love the 
challenge of preparing great food in a short period of time.”

Student Success Story
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Nicole Anderson:
Discovering Self-Confidence

It started out like any other day, but as far 
as Nicole Anderson is concerned, the day she 
learned about Notre Dame Education Center 
changed her life. “I was in the guidance 
counselor’s office, as I usually was, and she 
told me about NDEC. I was nervous about 
trying it. I felt the stigma of having switched 
schools and I thought, ‘What will people 
think when I want to go to college?’”

 
Maria Anderson, Nicole’s mother, was 

concerned too. However, “The counselor 
who referred us to NDEC said she had sent 
students there before and they had had great success, so we decided to look into it further.” 

 
NDEC’s High School Diploma Program seemed tailor-made for Nicole. To begin with, the 

Center’s partnership with Cathedral High School, a college prep school in Boston’s South 
End, meant that Nicole would receive her high school diploma. In addition, she could walk 
to classes from her South Boston home. The later start time—classes begin at 11:30 a.m.—
benefited her, too. Small class sizes and plenty of support from classmates and teachers 
helped her blossom, so much so that she was chosen Student Speaker for the High School 
Diploma Program Class of 2016. In her graduation speech, Nicole said that attending NDEC 
helped her “discover a confidence I never dreamed of having.”  

 
Another difference-maker for Nicole? The continued support from staff members. The 

door is always open to NDEC graduates, whether they need resume writing help, career 
counseling, or simply want to say hello. In Nicole’s case, emails from teachers helped with her 
transition to college.

 
A first-generation college student, Nicole enrolled in Lesley University after graduating 

from NDEC. She’s now in her junior year and is majoring in early childhood education.  
 
“The greatest thing about NDEC,” Maria Anderson concludes, “is that it made my 

daughter realize that she wasn’t a failure. She could go to college and fulfill her dreams. It 
brought out the best in her.”

Student Success Story

8



reaching out to 
adult learners

Studying and going to college for a 
good education are two things that are 
very important to me. However, nothing 

outweighs the values my family has 
taught me such as hard work. I want to 

be a marketing professor one day.

- Julissa, NDEC Student

Some lessons you never 
forget. Some lessons mark 
you for life. Some lessons 

leave you transformed.

- Alina, NDEC Graduate
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ADULT EDUCATION 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Literacy and Academic Achievement

Literacy and Academic Achievement serves a range of 
beginning to low-intermediate Adult Basic Education and 
English for Speakers of Other Languages students.

• Students can take advantage of three levels of instruction 
   in reading, writing, math, science, social studies, and 
   computer skills

• Offers beginner levels of instruction in English for Speakers 
   of Other Languages (ESOL)

• Focused on creating a strong academic foundation so 
   students can advance to College and Career Pathways.

NDEC’s Adult Education Services Department offers two 
programs, Literacy and Academic Achievement and 

College and Career Pathways.



ADULT EDUCATION SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT, continued

College and Career Pathways

College and Career Pathways offers intermediate and advanced levels 
on instruction in English Language Learning , English Language Arts, 
and Math.
 
Workforce Development Initiative. This initiative contains five distinct 
elements:
 
• Office Skills and Technology Training
 
• Customer Service Training
 
• Healthcare Career Exploration
 
• Career Awareness and Preparation
 
• Employment Support

Learning at a Distance (LEAD)
 
NDEC is the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
statewide Hub for distance learning. We offer online learning for 
students throughout Massachusetts who are preparing for high school 
equivalency exams and/or furthering their English language proficiency.



Nigera Hyseni is carrying on a proud 
tradition: All of her family members have 
studied English at Notre Dame Education 
Center.  

 
“Many people from Albania come 

to NDEC for their English lessons,” says 
Nigera, a native of the coastal city of Durres, 
Albania. “In my opinion it is the best place 
for adult English learners in Boston.”

 
Nigera had studied Russian in school 

and was fluent in Italian, thanks to having 
lived in that country for twenty years. But 

English was always her “dream language.” After the fall of communism in Albania, she 
attended English classes there. “Everyone was scrambling to learn English. The classes 
were so crowded!  It was hard to learn that way.”

 
When she came to Boston her dream finally came true. “I took some classes in other 

places, but they never seemed to be ‘right’ for me. My dream was always to come to 
NDEC. It also impressed me that the people here are so friendly and helpful.”

 
Nigera progressed swiftly and took full advantage of everything the Center offers. 

She started in a Learning Circle in the fall of 2017, and in January moved into ESOL Level 
4 classes. She completed NDEC’s Customer Service course in the summer of 2018. “It’s a 
great help at my work,” she says. She is a bookkeeper at an architectural firm.  

 
“I want to continue to get better and achieve more skills,” says Nigera. “I’d like to learn 

all the new technologies.”

Nigera Hyseni:
Learning Her ‘Dream Language‘

Student Success Story
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It may have looked like one small step for 
a man, but for Matthew Ericson, enrolling at 
Notre Dame Education Center was “a huge 
step in the right direction.” That huge step is 
now paying off handsomely.  

 
A graduate of the Class of 2017, Matthew 

was the graduation speaker that year for the 
HiSET Program. “Anna [Fernandez-Buehrens, 
Program Administrator for Literacy and 
Academic Achievement] said I was one of 
the only students ever to move from Adult 
Basic Education to the HiSET Program,” says 
Matthew. “She told me that my story deserved 
to be heard.”

 
In his speech, Matthew told of how he thought that working hard and keeping his grades 

up would lead to success. But his high school granted him a “special diploma” that wasn’t 
good enough to get him into college. Disillusioned, he accepted the diploma and worked for 
several years before moving back to Quincy to live with his grandmother, who told him about 
NDEC.

 
Matthew enrolled and buckled down to his studies. “I wasn’t shy—I was always able 

to make friends—but I was very shy about asking for help.” Shyness disappeared and 
perseverance emerged as he made his way through Literacy and Academic Achievement and 
moved into the High School Equivalency and Postsecondary Preparation Program—the only 
student to do so that year.

 
“I took all of the high school equivalency exams more than once. I took some of them 

three times,” he recalls. “But that’s how badly I wanted my high school diploma.”
 
Today Matthew is enrolled at Bunker Hill Community College and works for Stop & Shop 

Supermarkets. “NDEC helped me in more ways than you can imagine,” he concludes. “I owe 
this Center a lot.”

Matthew Ericson:
Giant steps to success

Student Success Story
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PARTNERING WITH NDEC

Dear Colleague,

The foundation of every successful company is skillful, dedicated employees. At NDEC, 
we pride ourselves on educating, training and connecting our students to future employers. 
Let us serve as a liaison linking your company’s future with our students—the employees 
that will lead you there.
 

Being at the forefront of WIOA, the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, is 
important to us. We know that you need to keep up with the ever-changing demands of the 
labor market. We’ll continually work with you to ensure that our services are aligned with 
your needs. 
 

We offer employability training in three areas: Customer Service, Healthcare, and Office 
Skills and Technology. All of our employability training emphasizes communication and 
problem-solving skills and creates a pathway to a future career. Many of our graduates have 
served internships with other local businesses and have gone on to success in fields such as 
healthcare, retail and education.
 

When you team up with us, you’ll gain a responsive partner who knows the local 
business climate. We’ll take the time to talk with you and assess your needs so we can help 
you find the right person. Your success is as important to us as it is to you!
 

We’re ready to help! Please contact me at partnerships@ndecboston.org. Let’s team up 
for success!

Sincerely,

Manny Reynoso
Director, Corporate & Community Partnerships



OUR PARTNERS
NDEC is proud to partner with these employers and agencies.
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OUR PARTNERS, continued
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NDEC AMBASSADORS

Working under the leadership of Manny Reynoso, Assistant Director of Corporate and 
Community Partnerships, NDEC Ambassadors represent and promote the Center to prospective 
students, community members, agencies, and corporations.

Ambassadors are well-trained, well-informed leaders who eagerly share NDEC’s commitment 
to student representation through the telling of their personal stories. These stories offer a glimpse 
into life as part of the NDEC community and offer a perspective on alternative adult education that 
leads to achieving college and career goals.
 

In addition to representing NDEC, Ambassadors maintain educational excellence and represent 
their own program of study: High School Diploma Program, High School Equivalency, English for 
Speakers of Other Languages, and Workforce Development. They know about the formation of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and their two centuries of service, the congregation’s history in 
Boston, mission integration, NDEC’s history, and its current and future projects. Ambassadors also 
conduct tours for NDEC visitors and prepare presentations for boards and groups.
 

As leaders inside and outside the school, Ambassadors perform 25 hours of volunteer civic and 
community service in the Greater Boston area.

Patrick Mahoney (center) of All Saints Development LLC discussed his non-traditional pathway to success with NDEC’s Ambassadors 
on a recent visit. Patrick says that success usually means stepping outside of your comfort zone. Pictured with him are, from left, 
NDEC’s Manny Reynoso, Assistant Director of Corporate and Community Relations; Mary Rose Durante, Esq., the Center’s Executive 
Director and CEO; Olga Zuniga, Maribel Rodriguez, Claudia Lima, Ajeen Balata, Seipel Hassan, and Nyoka McGann.



Student Opportunities
Initiative and Volunteers
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The Student Opportunities Initiative focuses on providing individualized academic 
support and post-secondary and career planning to NDEC students. Volunteers are key to 
the success of this initiative. 

NDEC volunteers represent a diverse group of talented individuals: retirees, college 
students, community members, and former NDEC students. We have established 
relationships with AmeriCorps, Boston College’s PULSE Program, Emmanuel College, 
Boston Cares, and the Ignatian Volunteer Corps, from which we draw a large pool of 
volunteers. In day and evening classes, volunteers work in the classroom, facilitate small 
groups of students, or tutor students one-on-one. They offer critical advice, support, and 
guidance so that students can acquire the skills, attitudes and experiences (both in and 
out of the classroom) that will help them to persevere in meeting their personal goals.



executive biographies

Mary Rose Durante, Executive Director and CEO

 Mary Rose Durante, Esq., 
became Executive Director and Chief 
Executive Officer of Notre Dame 
Education Center in 2015. She had 
been the Center’s Finance Director 
since 2012.

Mary Rose was general counsel 
and special assistant to Richard 
J. Egan, former U.S. Ambassador 
to Ireland. As a Foreign Service 
officer, she acted as liaison 
between Ambassador Egan and the 
Government of Ireland. She served 
as a strategic advisor to him and his 
senior team and was the chief point 

of contact for the White House and the Secret Service.

Previously Mary Rose worked for EMC Corp. in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, 
where she directed the ambassadorial process, acting as intermediary for the 
White House, the State Department, and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
A well-regarded C-level strategist, she was a key player in the spin-off of Interface 
Systems Group of Milford, Massachusetts, from Interface Electronics Corp. of 
Franklin, Massachusetts.

Mary Rose is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate, summa cum laude, of Boston College 
and Boston College Law School. She has been admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. In 2002 she received the Franklin Award 
from the U.S. Department of State in recognition of her outstanding work on the 
Fourth of July celebration at the Ambassador’s Residence in Dublin.
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Manny Reynoso, Director of Corporate & Community Partnerships

Manny Reynoso is NDEC’s Director of 
Corporate and Community Partnerships. An 
important aspect of his role is reaching out 
to businesses and industries in the Greater 
Boston area to help them find work-ready 
employees, among other services.

 
Since joining NDEC in 2011, Manny 

has served in many capacities. He has 
been Assistant Director of Corporate and 
Community Partnerships, ESOL Program 
Coordinator, Case Manager and High 
School Diploma Program Coordinator, 
and College and Career Pathways 
Program Administrator. At NDEC, he has 
also taught numerous subjects, including 

multiple levels of English for Speakers of Other Languages, high school courses in World 
Religions, Film and Popular Culture, and work-readiness programs in Customer Service.   

Manny was a key part of the NDEC Learning Circle pilot program with Peer 2 Peer 
University, in partnership with World Education, Inc. Recently he has built strong 
partnerships with English for New Bostonians and with the job placement group Canon 
Business Process Services, to name just a few.

 
A native of the Dominican Republic, Manny grew up in the Merrimack Valley. He sees 

his work at NDEC as an opportunity to unite his two passions, youth and immigrants. He 
has a strong background in urban youth support and vast knowledge of immigrant affairs, 
adult education, and career development and advocacy.  

 
Manny taught in the Lawrence Public Schools for eleven years. He then became Case 

Manager and Employment Coach at Catholic Charities El Centro de Cardenal in Jamaica 
Plain. He also was ABE/GED Assistant Program Director and Interim ABE/GED Program 
Director at Dimock Center in Roxbury. In addition, he served as the Education Director, 
Community Service Director, and Counseling Service Director at his church, Congregacion 
Candelero de Dios in Lynn, Massachusetts.

 
Manny studied Drama Education, Spanish Education, and Biblical Studies at Evangel 

University, Springfield, Missouri, areas which inform his work at NDEC.
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Christine M. Durante, Esq., Controller

Christine M. Durante, Esq., is 
Controller of Notre Dame Education 
Center. Before joining NDEC, 
Christine had been Chief Financial 
Officer of Direx Systems Corp. in 
Canton, Massachusetts, a high-tech 
medical device company and service 
provider. While there, she overhauled 
the entire accounting system and 
managed all financial aspects of five 
separate health care companies. She 
also served as a consultant on legal 
questions.  

 
Previously Christine was Chief 

Financial Officer of 21st Century Family Fitness of Norwell, Massachusetts, where 
she oversaw the expansion and restructuring of the accounting department to 
support the company’s growth. She advised on legal issues, commercial leases 
and contracts, and acted as liaison to outside attorneys, accountants, and 
consultants.   

 
Christine is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Boston College, summa cum laude, 

and Boston College Law School. As a Boston College student, she received the Fr. 
Martin Harney Award for Academic Excellence. She has been admitted to practice 
before the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts.
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NDEC Board of Directors
CHAIR

Charles Shediac, Senior Vice President    Brookline Bank
         Brookline, Mass.

Daniel J. Braz, Vice President and Senior Strategist  State Street Global Advisors
         Boston, Mass.

Geraldine Burns, SND, Vice Principal (retired)   Bishop Fenwick High School
         Peabody, Mass.

Karen Cohn, Senior Vice President and     Brookline Bank
              Senior Loan Officer     Brookline, Mass.

Robert Deininger, Media Director     Norbella
         Boston, Mass.

Mary Rose Durante, Esq., Executive Director   Notre Dame Education Center
              and CEO     Boston, Mass.

James Fowkes, Benefits Specialist (retired)   Boston Medical Center
         Boston, Mass.

Scott Kirwin, Vice President and      Fidelity Investments
               Associate General Counsel    Boston, Mass.

Anne Malone, SND, SND East-West Leadership   Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
         Ipswich, Mass.

Ellen McAdam, SND, Junior High School Teacher   All Saints Academy
         Webster, Mass.

John Vanasse, Internal Business Consultant   John Hancock Investments
         Boston, Mass.
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